
Polk State College Faculty Senate Minutes 

February 2015 

Date: Monday, February 9, 2015 TIME: 3:00 p.m. 

Location: LTB 1295 and WMS 124 (teleconference) 

The Steering Committee met in Winter Haven 

 

 

Officers: 

Bill Caldecutt, President 

Kaye Betz, Lakeland Vice President 

Anthony Cornett, Winter Haven Vice President 

Louanne Harto, Secretary 

Jim Haischer, Parliamentarian 

Sally Fitzgerald, Senator at Large 

 

Senators in Attendance: Bill Caldecutt, Lee Childree, Sally Fitzgerald, Bruce Dubendorff, 

Kaye Betz, Cindy Courtney, Tina Feleccia, Lorrie Jones, Jim Haischer, Anthony Cornett, 

Misty Sparling, CR Junkins, Mark Hartfield, Derek Menchan, Greg Harris, Alexandros 

Dimitriodis, Mike Malone, Michael Harrison, Louanne Harto 

 

Absent:  

 

Others in Attendance: Ray Oberg, April Robinson, Kathy Bucklew, Donald Painter, Ken 

Ross 

 

Bill Caldecutt called the meeting to order at 3:03 p.m. 

 

Approval of Agenda: 

 

CR moved to approve the agenda. Jim seconded. The motion carried.  

 

Guests: 

 

Approval of the January, 2015 Minutes: 

 

Jim moved to approve the January, 2015 minutes. CR seconded. The motion carried. 

 

Reports: 

 

President Report:  

 

Bill highlighted concerns from several faculty regarding who their senator representative 

was. Bill provided an outline showing the different academic departments with the 

respective senator who represents each department. Bill stressed to senators to go to their 

respective departments and ask individuals if they have any concerns. The Passport issues 

at the beginning of the term were reported to be caused by “bugs” in the Passport search 



functions. The problem is being explored. Bill received concerns from faculty regarding 

meetings scheduled from Administration. There is very short notice from the college, and 

faculty would like to be informed of scheduled meetings in advance. Bill stated 

Administration would be working more closely with faculty in determining meeting dates 

and time. Faculty should expect more notice on scheduled meetings in the future.  Bill 

also highlighted that there is nothing currently happening with the faculty pay scale. Dr. 

Holden will have a meeting at the end of the semester, and faculty pay scale will be 

discussed at this time. Bill asked senators to talk with their departments regarding how 

they feel about the step system. Bill said many faculty do not understand the difference 

between steps and raises. Bill stated faculty have been asked if they would line the aisle 

at graduation as students exit the building. Bill asked senators to elicit feedback from 

their departments about how they feel about lining up to create a funnel as students exit. 

Bill stated there were two things that stood out from the survey on workplace values sent 

out by Institutional Effectiveness in the fall, 2013 semester. There was a big outstanding 

difference between faculty and other staff concerning the issue of collaboration. There 

was also a low response rate for faculty and career employees for the statement “I feel 

informed about things.” Bill wants to make sure all faculty are informed of these results. 

 

Lakeland Vice President’s Report: 

 

Kaye highlighted the health fair is Friday, February 13, 2015, in LTB 1100. There is a 

brown bag conversation with Mitzi Miller, editor-in-chief of EBONY magazine 

scheduled for Thursday, February 12, 2015, in LLC 2188. All faculty did a great job with 

attendance confirmation at the beginning of the term.  

 

Winter Haven Vice President’s Report:  

 

Anthony highlighted the COL is recruiting in the month of February. Information 

sessions will be held on February 19, 2015. Registration for the spring semester’s 12-

week and 8-week courses have exceeded enrollment. Alexandros asked about enrollment 

stats. Ken stated enrollment was down overall for the college by 4%. Matina Wagner is 

coordinating volunteers for cycling classic races being held on February 28, 2015, and 

March 1, 2015. These events will benefit the Humane Society. The play Moonchildren is 

playing right now. Last weekend’s performance was well attended. CR asked where 

faculty would find the special performance series. Anthony stated faculty would need to 

contact Sharon Bevis about this.   

 

Administrative Liaison’s Report:  

 

Ken highlighted the Civil Rights Compliance Audit visitors reviewed facilities the week 

of January 19, 2015, and the audit visitors will be on campus the week of February 9, 

2015. There needs to be an equity statement either in the syllabus or the BCI. Ken stated 

faculty could have a hot link posted in PAL where students can locate the BCI. Tina 

stated if you are linking, you are fine. If you are posting your BCI, please make sure you 

check that the correct format is used. The SACS 5 year review will be due fall, 2017. Ken 

reported the Endowed Teaching Chair deadline is February 24, 2015. Ken reported on 



several legislative issues. Ken stated there is a bill regarding that the carry concealed 

weapon should be extended to the tech centers. This bill would allow anybody with a 

concealed carry license to carry his or her weapons on campus.  Alexandros asked if we 

have a mechanism in place for lobbying against this. Ken stated Ana Sanchez is Polk’s 

legislative spokesperson for the college. Discussion ensued about writing letters 

to your legislators. Ken stated you cannot send letters to legislators from college 

employees work email. You can send letters from your personal email. The Governor’s 

budget has a provision for 8 performance measures. Textbook affordability bill has many 

implications.  Legislators want to know what we are doing to lower the price of books. 

Ken proposed we need a committee regarding this. Perhaps the college should consider 

piloting open source.   

 

Committee Reports and Updates:  

 

Screening Committees: 

 

Greg reported a name had been submitted for the Dean of Student Services position.  

 

SPI Committee: 

 

Kaye reported the Distance Education committee is creating a standards form for online 

teaching. The SPI committee and the Distance Education committee were both working 

on online teaching. Kaye suggested sending the Online Observation Form out to all 

faculty, gathering responses, and then giving to the Standards committee to work on. Tina 

stated the face-to-face SPI has to be something that correlates to match outcomes. Lorrie 

suggested completing a Survey Monkey once this has been sent out. Ray asked if the 

online observation tool should include “met,” “not met,” and if a comments section 

should be added after each statement. He suggested putting both types out (one with 

comment and one without comments). Ken stated he could set up a Qualtrics survey. Bill 

asked if we are looking at specific questions with comments. Ray suggested sending to 

faculty with separate documents. e.g., the SPI separate attachment from the Online 

Observation Form. Bill stated the reason we are doing the survey is to obtain feedback. 

Bill asked Kaye to work with Dr. Ross to create a Qualtrics survey for the Online 

Observation Form and that Bill would send it out.  

 

Bill will also send the SPI out to all faculty and ask departments to report to their 

respective senators any concerns or comments they may have. Kaye stated the goal would 

be to have these tools (Face-to-Face Observation Form, Online Observation Form, and 

SPI) ready by the fall, 2015 semester.   

 

Constitution and Bylaws Committee: 

 

Faculty Senate Bylaws – First review. Ken suggested taking out subcategories of 

departments under Article I, Section 2. Louanne suggested taking out the statement “Any 

disputes concerning representation shall be settled by the Steering Committee as defined 

in Article VIII of these Bylaws.” under Article I, Section 2. Louanne asked if Section 7 



under Article VI should be changed to full-time regular faculty. Senators did not feel this 

should be changed. Louanne asked if Senator at Large should be added under Article VII, 

Section 1. Senators agreed that Senator at Large was not considered an Officer. Jim 

motioned to accept the Bylaws as is. Greg seconded. The motion carried.  

 

Other Committees: 

 

Sally reported for the Global Initiatives committee regarding faculty and study abroad 

trips which may conflict with college sponsored trips. Bill suggested the Global studies 

committee develop a policy regarding travel. Ken stated to involve an EF faculty in 

developing this policy.  

 

New Business 

 

Cindy Courtney reported she has heard from several faculty regarding very poor food 

services on the Lakeland campus. Cost is high and leftovers are being served for several 

days. Ken asked Cindy to inform Steve Hull so this matter can be brought to the DCG.  

 

Ken had a request from Tracy Porter to read a statement to be added to the Endowed 

Teaching chair procedure 6070. Jim moved to approve. Anthony seconded. The motion 

carried.  

 

Ken informed the Faculty Senate that faculty on continuing contract does not need to 

receive an actual contract every year.  

 

Rules and Procedures: 

 

Rule 2.03: Standards – No changes. Jim moved to approve. CR seconded. The motion 

carried. 

Rule 2.26: Annual Curriculum Review. No changes. Jim moved to approve. CR 

seconded. The motion carried. 

Rule 2.28: Academic Freedom (Plus 2 attachments). Ken stated there was a request to 

delete attachments and add the AAUP website instead. Jim moved to approve. CR 

seconded. The motion carried.  

Rule 3.04: Faculty Titles. No changes. Jim moved to approve. CR seconded. The motion 

carried.  

Procedure 1001: Communicating Course Information to Students. CR asked what would 

happen if a professor does not use the turnitin service but suspects a student of 

plagiarism. Could he or she still use Turnitin? Ken stated the student’s work could still be 

checked with the turnitin service because the service is described in the course BCI. Jim 

moved to approve. Tina seconded. The motion carried.  

Procedure 1002: Directed Independent Study Request. Minor grammatical changes. Jim 

moved to approve. Tina seconded. The motion carried. 

Procedure 1007: Substitutes for Teaching Faculty. CR brought up several concerns from 

his department regarding faculty finding their own replacement should they be absent for 

a class. Ken stated adding the statement “as well as find a substitute for the course(s) 



when possible” did not mean faculty was required to find their own replacement. Jim 

moved to approve. Derek seconded. The motion carried.  

Procedure 1008: Educational Field Trips (Plus 2 attachments). Minor editorial changes. 

Jim moved to approve. Anthony seconded. The motion carried.  

Procedure 1023: Lab Fees-Establishing and Reviewing (Plus attachment). Minor 

changes. Jim moved to approve. Tina seconded. The motion carried.  

Procedure 1025: Admissions Procedure. Kathy highlighted changes made on page 2 and 

3, under section c. Jim moved to approve. Anthony seconded. The motion carried.  

Procedure 6035: Use of Staff and Program Development Funds (SPD). Sally asked if you 

had to be degree seeking to obtain SPD funding for a class. Ken stated no. Jim moved to 

approve. Anthony seconded. The motion carried.  

Procedure 7010: Florida State Employee Tuition and Fee Waiver (Plus one attachment). 

Jim moved to approve. CR seconded. The motion carried.  

 

Adjournment:  
 

At 4:22 pm, Greg moved to extend the meeting. Jim seconded. The motion carried.  

 

Jim motioned to adjourn at 5:00 pm. Anthony seconded. The motion carried.  

 

The next Faculty Senate meeting will be held on March 9, 2015, at 3:00 pm via 

teleconference in LTB 1295 and WMS 124. The Steering Committee will be meeting on 

the Lakeland Campus.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Louanne Harto 

Secretary 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


