
 

 

 
 

 POLK STATE COLLEGE 2017-22 STRATEGIC PLAN
 

INNOVATION ENGAGEMENT 

COMMUNITY IMPACT 

C O M M U N I T  Y  
I N N O V AT I O N  E N G A G E M E N T  I M PA C  T  

Generate, disseminate, and Include all Polk State Extend positive 

implement new ideas for the College stakeholders in impact from campus 

benefit of students, staff, student success. to community. 

and the community. 

August 
2017 

P O L K . E D U  8 6 3 . 2 9 7 . 1 0 0 0  

Polk State College is committed to equal access/equal opportunity in its programs, activities, and employment. For additional information, visit polk.edu/equity. 

http:POLK.EDU


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

              

  

 

  

 

 

  
 

  

Since 1964, Polk State College has provided affordable, accessible higher education to the Polk County 

community. Polk State’s exemplary faculty and its many collaborative partnerships with local industries 

prepare students for the workforce and further academic study. Whether a student is just getting started or 

is starting over, Polk State’s varied degree and certificate programs ensure a pathway to success. Over 92% 

of the College’s students are Polk residents, and 70% of the College’s 35,000 alumni have chosen to remain 

in the County. We are dedicated to Polk County and proud to serve this community because –We are Polk.TM 

ONE CORPORATE COLLEGE
 Clear Springs Advanced 
Technology Center 

TWO CAMPUSES
 Lakeland
 Winter Haven 

THREE CHARTER 
HIGH SCHOOLS
 Polk State Chain of Lakes 
Collegiate High School

 Polk State Lakeland 
Collegiate High School

 Polk State Gateway to 
College Collegiate 
High School 

THREE CENTERS
 Airside (East/West)
 Center for Public Safety
 JD Alexander Center 
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CERTIFICATES/ 
OTHER PROGRAMS 

Age 

Student Demographics1 

Annual Unduplicated Headcount: 16,018 

Annual Dual Enrollment Headcount 2,383 

1,584 First-Time-in-College Students 

AVERAGE 
STUDENT 

AGE 

25 

< 20 

20-24 

25-34 

35+ 15% 
19% 
26% 
40% 

MALE 

36% 61% 

FEMALE 

Unknown 3% 

Part-Time Students 

76% 
Full-Time Students 

24% 

12016-17 Student Data 2US Census Bureau 2011-2015 American Community Survey 3FLDOE, FETPIP, and Florida Department of Economic Opportunity 2014/15 

DID YOU KNOW? 

1,127 
AA 

388 
BS/ 
BAS 

294 
CERT. 

403 
AS/ 
AAS 

TOTAL 
2,212 

2.3x 
On average, a Polk State 
graduate’s wages are 2.3 

times higher than the 
average entry-level wage 

for Polk County 

Ethnicity 

W H I T E  B L  A  C K  H I S PA N I C  

51% 
O  T H E R  

11%17% 21% 

Annual Degree Completions 
Summer 2016, Fall 2016, Spring 2017 

SUCCESS 
Indicators3 

(95.5%) 
Job placement and continuing 

education rate 

(52.9%) 
Average percentage of students who 

complete in 4 years 

92% of Polk State students have Polk 41% of Polk State students receive Federal 
County ZIP codes Pell Grants 

70% of Polk State graduates remain in 
Polk County after graduation 

80% of Polk State students graduate with 
zero student loan debt 




